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AWARDS 2014

Celebrating changemakers

For the awards, HT's jury whittled down a longlist of nominees to six finalists in
two categories, Individuals and Organisations. Each of these 12 nominees will be
profiled in this space every day. Today, we profile Stree Mukti Sanghatana.

 CATEGORY|

» INDIVIDUAL

LTI » PK DAS

Man who made space for Mumba

VOICE OF SANITY Ina city controlled by the real estate agenda, architect PK Das has campaigned for equitable development
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or PK Das, Mumbai

has been more than a

mere city for the past40

years. The diminutive

Das is more than what
his professional titles — archi-
tect and urban planner - sug-
gest. Das has been among the
foremost voices on preservation
of open spaces in Mumbai, the
voice that argued for participa-
tory planning long before the
concept gained currency, and
the voice of sustainable and
equitable development in the
city. No wonder, then, that he
fondly refers to Mumbai as “my
laboratory.”

The last year has left Das
satisfied in a small way. After
years of campaigning for peo-
ple’s participation in planning
the city, a theme that others
amplified in recent years, the
concept was included in the
draft Development Plan 2014-
34 that the Brihanmumbail
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
is preparing for the city. This
tends to be a recurring theme
in Das’ work.

“Democratisationof spacesis
important. Real estate turnover,
infact, has been the single-larg-
est thrust of our city’s develop-
ment, at the cost of basic infra-
structure, social amenities, open
spaces and people’'suse of space.
The city tends to be controlled
by arealestate agenda and arbi-
trary changes in land use poli-
cies and Development Control
Rules, all of which work against
the greater common good and
turn out to be anti-democratic,”
he said.

As a young architecture
student who came to Mumbai
(then Bombay) in the 1970s from
Bhubaneshwar, Das found the
city growing on him. He turned
outto be a fierce campaigner of
its development. Over time, he
managed to segue his profes-
sional work in architecture
and interior designing, with
the macro issues of slums and
land use in the city, with a focus
on slum rehabilitation and open

= Das firmly believes that activist work, especially on issues such as development, has to lumber alongside the bureaucracy and the elected

government.

spaces. Along the way, he came
to wear the hat of an activist.

However, unlike many activ-
ists, Dashas firmly believed that
activist work, especially on such
issues, has to lumber alongside
the bureaucracy and the elected
government. “There’s no alter-
native to engaging with them.
It's not possible or feasible to
bring about lasting changes
unless one works within the
system to change it from inside.
Protest activism is one kind of
activism, constructive activism
another,” Das said.

In collaboration with actor-
activist Shabana Azmi, journal-
ist Gurbir Singh, documentary
filmmaker and civil rights cam-
paigner Anand Patwardhan and

PK DAS' EFFORT TO HAVE PARTICIPATORY

PLANNING FINALLY HAS BEEN VINDICATED,
WITH THE BMC MAKING IT A NECESSARY PART
OF THE CITY'S DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2014-34. HE
HAS ALSO SHOWN THE TOTAL AREA OF MUMBAI
S LARGER THAN THE OFFICIALLY STATED ONE.

DARRYL D'MONTE, author and former editor

activist Anna Kurian, Das set
up the Nivara Hakk Suraksha
Samiti to work constructively
on slum rehabilitation. Its
efforts were rewarded wWhen
the government allotted a plot
in suburban Goregaon and
families were handed over keys
of flats that they had a role in
planning and making. It could
have been a model for the rest of
Mumbai, as authorities attempt
to re-house more than six mil-
lion slum dwellers in better
housing.

Public spaces, Das believes,
must be protected, preserved
and made usable for the
largest number of citizens.
Mumbai’s waterfronts are its
greatest asset and deserve to be
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democratised more than they
currently are, he adds. His col-
laborative work on waterfronts
in Juhu, Bandra promenades
and Dadar Chowpatty, and his
comprehensive plan for rejuve-
nation of the Gateway of India
precinct has made a difference
in that direction.

Das has also trained and
mentored a large number of
architects and planners dur-
ing his professional years. “As
young impressionable archi-
tects working in his office
in the mid-90s, T used to find
it highly admirable that he
incorporated environmental
and social concerns into plan-
ning and explored avenues of
social activism. We would be
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awestruck at his commitment
and energy to social causes
and campaigns. My admiration
remains after being in my own
practice for almost 19 years,”
says TR Geevith, independent
architect.

Through his work and
projects, Das continues his
experiment even today: how
tobring democratic principles
to bear on Mumbai’s develop-
ment, for which financial
agencies and international
consultants draw up designs
and elevations. “Mumbai is
far from being a developed
city. Only when all its citizens
have access to shelter, health,
education and open spaces, can
we call it that,” he said.

PK DAS IS THE MOST INFORMED,

INVOLVED AND HANDS-ON TOWN
PLANNER. THE ARGUMENT AGAINST SLUM
REHABILITATION IS THAT THERE ISN'T
ENOUGH LAND. DAS HAS SHOWN THROUGH
HIS SURVEYS THAT THIS ISN'T TRUE.

SHABANA AZMI, collaborator on Nivara Hakk Sangharsh Samiti

PROJECTS AND AWARDS

= The principle of participatory
planning, which he advocated
for decades was finally includ-
ed in the city’s draft
Development Plan 2014-34

m 0pen Mumbai, his acclaimed
exhibition and campaign
theme, which amplified
participatory planning

= Restoration of waterfront
spaces such as the Bandra
Bandstand project and plans
for other waterfronts in city

m Affordable housing and
re-housing of slum dwellers
through the organisation
Nivara Hakk Suraksha Samiti,
and restoration work of public
spaces such as Land's End,
Juhu Chowpatty, Dadar
Chowpatty

= Thedriving force behind the
Mithi riverfront development,
re-housing of conservancy
workers and rehabilitation of
project-affected people

= Recipient of first Urban Age
Award instituted by the
London School of Economics
and Deutsche Bank, for the
Mumbai Waterfronts project

THE AWARDS

= The HT for Mumbai awards
are a recognition of individuals
and organisations that have
worked tirelessly and selfless-
ly to make life in Mumbai bet-
ter. The parameters used to
shortlist them were: the indi-
vidual/organisation should
have been active for the last
five years, should have been a
changemaker, should have had
a positive impact on public pol-
icy and should have been
proactive on an issue without
waiting for intervention from
authorities.

m The panel of judges comprised
Dr Aroon Tikekar, well-known
historian and author; Chandra
Iyengar, former bureaucrat;
Rahul Bose, actor and activist;
Soumya Bhattacharya, editor,
Hindustan Times, Mumbai;
and Smruti Koppikar, editor
(special assignments),
Hindustan Times, Mumbai.

= The shortlists are in two cate-
gories - for individuals and
organisations. Each shortlist
comprises six candidates. The
panel of judges will select
three winners from each cate-
gory. Their names will be
announced at the HT for
Mumbai Awards ceremony
next month.

TOMORROW: SUNDAY FRIENDS
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